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The  Red  Triangle  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  standing  as  it  does  for  the  high¬ 
est  physical,  mental  and  spiritual  protection  and  development  of  young 
men,  fills  our  hearts  with  thanksgiving  for  what  that  organization  is  do¬ 
ing  for  the  young  manhood  of  our  country.  But  I  wish  to  tell  you  of  another 
triangle  and  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  those  intrusted  with  its  care  and  the 
opportunities  it  too  offers  for  the  development  of  Christian  character. 

This  Triangle  is  located  in  a  densely  populated  and  needy  community  in 
Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  a  city  of  over  sixteen  thousand  in  the  center  of  that 
part  of  the  Island  which  by  comity  arrangement  was  given  over  to  the  care  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  when  missionary  work  began  there  at  the  close  of  the 
Spanish- American  war  twenty  years  ago.  In  1907  a  small  part  of  this  Triangle 
was  bought,  a  chapel  school-house  built  and  a  joint  evangelistic  and  educational 
work  established  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the  Woman’s  Board  of 
Home  Missions.  At  seven  or  eight  different  times  since  1907  other  purchases 
in  the  Triangle  have  been  made,  but  as  yet  little  more  than  one-third  of  it  is 
available  for  mission  work. 

The  western  point  of  the  Triangle  touches  the  ocean;  the  steamships 
plying  between  Mayaguez  harbor  and  New  York  twice  each  week  make  one 
feel  very  near  indeed  to  the  homeland.  Along  one  side  of  the  Triangle  is  a 
river  from  the  dirty  chocolate  colored  water  of  which  one  is  wont  to  turn  with 
relief  to  the  beautiful  blue  waters  of  the  ocean  into  which  it  flows. 
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The  New  Neighborhood  House  is  Built  Around  Three  Sides  of  the  Church — 

Manse  on  the  Left 


At  the  other  side  of  the  Triangle  is  St.  Paul’s  Street  and  Concordia. 
Should  you  visit  Mayaguez,  you  would  doubtless  feel  that  this  street  is  not  well 
named  but  it  really  is,  for  it  indicates  what  we  are  working  toward,  not  what 
we  have  attained.  This  block  is  densely  pKjpulated,  but  the  blocks  adjoining  it 
are  even  more  congested.  In  fact,  although  the  area  of  the  whole  Triangle  is 
only  about  two  acres,  the  population  is  over  two  hundred  and  fifty,  a  congested 
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district  indeed,  when  you  know  that  the  people  live  in  one-story  houses,  several 
families  often  crowded  into  a  house  too  small  for  one  family.  The  majority  of 
these  people  are  very  poor  and  live  without  many  of  the  necessities  of  life, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  conveniences. 

It  is  in  the  midst  of  such  surroundings  as  these  that  the  Marina  Mission 
is  placed  and  it  is  for  the  betterment  of  such  conditions  that  it  is  working. 
The  Marina  Mission  uses  every  available  opportunity  to  accomplish  this:  There 
is,  first  of  all,  the  church  which  under  the  care  of  a  Porto  Rican  pastor  has 
all  the  services  of  a  well-organized  church  and  affords  opportunity  for  training 
in  Christian  living. 

And  then  there  is  the  new  Marina  Neighborhood  House,  which  in  being 
built  around  the  church  as  a  center,  emphasizes  by  its  very  position  the  spiritual 
character  of  all  Marina  Mission  work.  The  Neighborhood  House  ministers  in 
every  way  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  inculcating  those  principles  which 
always  tell  for  betterment  and  if  carried  far  enough  for  transformation. 

It  is  in  the  Industrial  Department  of  the  Marina  Neighborhood  House 
that  the  Porto  Rican  girls  organized  in  classes  under  the  instruction  of  one  of 
the  best  teachers  on  the  Island  learn  to  make  drawn  work  and  embroidery,  the 
beauty  of  which  is  unsurpassed  by  the  handwork  of  any  country.  The  girls  are 
paid  for  their  work  and  are  thus  given  the  opportunity  of  helping  themselves. 

The  work  is  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States;  not  only  do  its  beauty 
and  usefulness  recommend  it,  but  the  fact  that  those  who  buy  it  are  in  reality 
making  a  double  investment  in  doing  so,  for  as  one  purchaser  said,  “WhenT 
buy  this  work,  I  feel  as  though  I  were  getting  more  than  the  worth  of  my 
money,  for,  in  addition  to  supplying  my  need,  it  is  helping  someone  to  earn  a 
living  under  the  best  conditions.”  Not  all  the  time  in  these  classes  is  devoted 
to  work,  for  each  morning  the  girls  have  a  Bible  lesson  and  other  lessons  as 
their  work  permits. 
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Inaddition  to  the  Industrial 
Department  the  Marina  Mis¬ 
sion  conducts  a  Kindergarten 
and  Primary  Department  and 
thus  brings  the  small  children 
into  close  touch  with  the  school 
and  that  for  which  it  stands  at 
an  early  age,  and  with  the 
church  too,  for  many  of  these 
little  ones  are  enrolled  in  the 
Cradle  Roll  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.  The  Kindergarten 
room  serves  a  double  purpose, 
for  in  the  evening  it  is  con¬ 
verted  into  a  lecture  or  social 
hall. 

The  work  of  the  mission  is  not  entirely  educational.  As  so  many  poor 
mothers  are  obliged  to  go  out  to  work  to  earn  their  daily  bread,  a  day-nursery 
seemed  a  necessity  and  so  the  Americans  and  Porto  Ricans  formed  a  Day 
Nursery  Association  and  opened  at  the  Marina  Mission  the  first  day-nursery 
in  Porto  Rico.  In  the  early  morning  the  mothers  leave  their  little  ones  to  be 
cared  for  by  the  two  faithful  Porto  Rican  women  in  charge  of  the  nursery. 
At  the  close  of  their  long  hard  day’s  work  they  return  with  pitifully  small  earn¬ 
ings  to  take  their  babies  home  with  them.  It  means  much  to  them  to  have  a 
place  where  their  children  can  be  taken  care  of  during  their  absence  instead  of 
being  left  at  home  alone  neglected,  or  to  be  cared  for  by  a  little  brother  or 
sister  who  has  to  be  kept  out  of  school  for  this  purpose. 


Rear  of  Neighborhood  House 
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The  Marina  Mission  ren¬ 
ders  still  another  service  in 
dispensary  work.  This  work 
has  a  building  to  itself  on  the 
corner  of  the  Triangle  and 
nearby  a  cottage  where  a  few 
needy  cases  that  cannot  be  cared 
for  in  the  homes  may  be  nursed 
back  to  life  and  health.  A  clinic 
is  held  for  two  hours  every  day ; 
over  5,000  patients  have  been 
treated  during  the  year  by  the 
Porto  Rican  physician,  who  is 
a  Christian,  and  a  nurse.  The 
nurse  after  attending  to  the  sick 
who  come  to  the  mission  and 
instructing  them  how  to  pre¬ 
vent  sickness,  goes  out  among 
the  sick  and  suffering  in  the 
community  carrying  health  and 
cheer.  Some  of  the  difficulties 

she  has  to  face  will  be  understood  from  this  one  picture  of  the  many  to  be 
witnessed  every  day:  Answering  the  summons  to  visit  a  sick  child,  the  nurse 
found  in  the  little  eight  by  ten  room  which  was  the  home  of  the  mother  and 
child,  fourteen  persons  who  in  their  mistaken  kindness  or  from  curiosity  were 
there  taking  all  the  air  which,  impure  as  it  was  before  all  these  entered,  was 
needed  by  the  sick  child  who  lay  gasping  for  breath. 

This,  then,  is  the  Marina  Mission:  A  Triangle  at  the  Playa  or  seashore, 
occupied  by  the  Marina  work  and  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  poor 


In  the  Day  Nursery 
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Industrial  Class  in  the  Marina  Neighborhood  House 

people  living  in  one-storj'  houses  in  a  crowded  and  unsanitary  condition,  a 
church,  a  manse,  a  home  for  resident  workers,  some  of  whom  are  student 
teachers  who  are  being  trained  for  Christian  service,  an  industrial  school, 
a  day-nursery,  a  kindergarten,  primary  work,  a  dispensary,  and  visiting  nurse 
work.  Marina  Adission  aims  to  serve  an  entire  community,  beginning  with 
the  children,  and  going  through  all  ages.  The  work  presents  problems  as 
well  as  opportunities,  but  no  problem  which  cannot  be  solved  by  the  teachings 
of  the  Book  of  Life,  learned  and  put  into  practice ;  to  lead  people  to  this 


7 


In  the  Kindergarten 

Book  is  the  aim,  and  as  a  result  a  Christian  community  is  being  formed  in 
which  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  invest  prayer,  time,  strength  and  money,  for 
without  these  the  work  cannot  prosper. 

Is  it  worth  while  to  carry  on  work  at  this  needy,  congested  center?  it 
would  require  only  a  short  visit  to  answer  this  question  and  for  the  certainty  of 
the  recompense  only  a  belief  in  the  “Inasmuch”  promise. 

Board  of  National  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 

7-25-R-2l^M-Oh 


